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hook-and-cve catches, and single or multiple S-ended
spiral pendants, as well as jewellery feawaring cliain
pendants with hotcom rings made from wire that had
been twisted or wire bene so as w form loeps, On
necklaces, on the other hand, bead cypes of western
origin increasing appear increasingly, alongside beads
shaped like melon seeds. In male burials, weapons of
mainly western origin are relatively common as grave
goods (winged spears; single-edged swords: langmsaxes;

o
]

hearded axes; sockered and barbed arrowlieads), and
spurs, too, appear. The appearance af these artelacts
in growing numbers indicates that lite, the cconomic
environment, and cultural connections wete gradual-
Iy changing. By the end of the late phase of the so-
called Awar age, burials with madest grave goods, or
with no grave goods ar all, are more and more com-
mon, and multi-element beles and rich seleccions of

jt\-\-‘ﬂl]ﬂr}" disappear once and for all,




VORS-PAPKERT

Containing approximately 700 early medieval burials,
the cemetery came to fight between 1983 and 1996,

during excavations preceding reconstruction worls to

do with the Little Bafaton. Accarding ta the testimany
of the ﬁhd—asslrambiaggs, burials were conducted can-
tinuously on the site from the late Avar period until the
beginr'ﬁng-df the ﬁrpadi'an age. Burials from the late
Auar period and from the end of that period made up
the largest group on the site,

Inaseparate block on the eastern edge of the cem-
etery, at an average of 5 m from each other, 40 horse
burials arranged in 6-7 rows came to fight, in which the
deceased man or wornan usually lay in a west—east di
rection in the northern half of a large bural pit; next to
him or her lay a harnessed horse placed in a contrasting
direction. Of these burials, only two had escaped rob-
bers; the other burials were probably robbed in the
early Arpadian age, at the very latest during the reign of
King Bela Il of Hungary (| 172-1196), when the inhab-
itarits of an entire village had already settled an the site.
Judging fram the finds discavered in the burials, it is cer-
tain that well-to-do families belonging to the middle
straturn of Avar society were interred here. Their ar-
chaeclogical legacy is characterised by genercusly 'gifd—
ed belt mountings — some with engraved, punched, and
openwork fishscale patterning (Fig. 16) and same with
lien depictions stylistically similar to those found in the
Nagyszentmiklds hoard (Fig. 17} - gold earrings with

glass beads and pendants resembling bunch of grapes,
and bow-like breast clasps with animal figures; (Fig. 18)
other characteristic features are bridle mountings {Fig.
I9)and bridle rosertes decorated with copper-gilt and
silver-gilt sheet -miu:!'. wWire i|iJa;.-c- ﬁ;l_su, number of vessels
- asimple small pot, a so-called yellow mug, and a flask
— were often placed beside the deceased with food and

drink for the journey to the next world. (Fig. 20)
Iry the western half of the cemetery, the burials con-

tained more modest grave goods; with pots filled with

foad and drink and yellow flasks whose surfaces had

been pelished. The men were buried with a waanon

(lanee, axe). a belt featuring mountings that were pew-

tered (imitating silvering), and, in one case, footwear
with spurs. The characteristic elements of their attire
were an Iran knife and a razor On the women, simple
earrings; necklaces consisting of pieces of mosaic eye
(millefior) and segrmented beads: rings made from
strips of metal with punched decoration; and glass but-
tons with bronze and iron loops were found. Some of
these finds are from the period when Priwina and
Chezil established the centre for the county of Lower
Panncnia in nearty Mosaburg (on the territory of to-
day’s Zalavar), Some of the Fir':_l"s_o'hs Bried in the cem-
etery at Vors may have come from ane of the com-

munities of serving people belonging to the power

centre of Mosaburs.

One may conclude from the marked social differ-
ences characteristic of the whole time the cemetery
weas in use that the families interred in the conspicu-
ously rich horse burials did not sink to the level of the
serving people even at the end of the Avar age. How-
ever, additional investigation is required to ascertain
the nature of the dependency that connected mem-
bers of the late Avar period warrior middle stratum
buried on an island of the Little Balaton to the County
of Mosaburg. Mevertheless, some of those buried
there in the 9th century had remained in place even
after the Hungarian Conquest, using the cemetery site
together with Hungarians who settled there as part of
the Conguest process right up until the turn of the
| [th century (i.e. untl the consolidation of the Hungar-
ian state). The community's village came to light an a
rmound surrounded by marshland. This mound w:'is.ap-
p_t’.t}Ib{I'l.‘f‘latEJ}"'.ﬁij m fram the cemetery in a northwast
direction, on the find-site Vérs-Papkert A.

Ldszid Kaltd — fozsef Szentpéter
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Changes of a different kind are perceprible in
northwest Transdanubia, in che vicinity of Sopron,
in the Burgenland adjacent to it, and on the territory
of Leower Austria all the way 1o the find-sites of
Miihling-Hart, neighbouring Purgstall an der Er-
Laull and “Wimm, locared an the Faureside of the Dan-
ube. These may be dared somewhat later, to the vears
berween the turn of the 9ch century and the period
around the middle of that century. The lully-exca-
vared 225-burial cemetery at Purgsall is especially
interesting. [n this there occurred in the early phase
sets of cast bronze bele decorations and womens
jewellerv, Later on, there were Sopronkdhida-tvpe
finds — among them the same types of women's jow-
cllery {of the wire variety) characteristic of this area,
and wavs of wearing them, chat appeared ac this dime
and were characteristic only of this area, along with
weapons. In the late phase, artefacts characteristic of
the burials containing serving people that occur in
the environs of MosaburgfZalavir came o light
The horizontal stratigraphy of this cometery graphi-
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Fig. 19 Belr mounts and harness ornaments
= i St B graee 370 REN 9600016 Bronee, gileledd fvonese, tizned bronze, buodle L 4,3 con, el mornt £ 2.8 o W F ooy Bode
_ﬁ‘xszﬂf sargenrd 2 0w DN ey seneal Bely anovesier §0 0w 8T che wrossate sty Beaed rf,l"r'!,'rj.l‘:‘:ﬁ A= AT o strad etnd 2 3= 2 Vo dnd 28509 cor




Fig, 20 Vessels
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Fig, 21 Pors
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cally artests to the acenlruration process which char-
acterised the period lasting from the end of the Avar
age and the beginning of the Caralingian one o the
time of the full sercing up of the Carolingian Empire
across the entire castern border zone. The groups ac-
companying in « broad arc the Eastern Alps moun-
wain range stretching along the Danube from the
Enns before then turning south are loosely linleed
together by a pagan burial custom, namely the offer-
ing of food and drink for the journey o the next
world, On the other hand, in the arca of the Tulln
and Vienna basing, in addition ro this a characreris-
o pars pro dode version of an aninl sacilice, the
so-called severed cardle skull burial, was sdll com-
mon (Sopronkéhida-type cemeteries). These pagan
customs are complerely lacking in the Carantanian
Slav territory immediately o the south, while in the
region to the north of the Danube (Moravians, Do
hemians) only ac acound chis tme is the change
made from cremation burials to inhumation burials.




